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Up coming events 
to remember
Monday 13th May –  Sunday 19th 
May  Food Allergy Awareness Week

Monday 27th May 
Nati onal Reconciliati on Day 

Wednesday 5th June 
World Environment Day

Monday 10th June – Queens Birthday  
Centre Closed

Monday 17th June – Friday 21st June  
Parent/Teacher interviews

Friday 28th June
Red Nose Day

Greeti ngs from the offi  ce.
I hope that you and your families enjoyed a 
relaxing Easter break and spent some ti me with 
family and friends.

We have some new things happening around 
the service.  

As many of you may be aware, we were 
successful in receiving a grant for inclusive toys 
and equipment for our kindergarten room.  
This equipment has started to arrive at the 
service and is proving to be a hit with the 
children. Watch for more to come over the 
next week or two.

We will be looking to open Room two in the 
coming weeks.  We have already been in touch 
with many families and will start orientati on 
over the next few weeks.  
The children and educators are looking forward 
to making this their own new home while at 
the service.  More details to follow. 

We will also be creati ng some new garden beds 
in the grassy yard over the coming month.  
The focus will be on planti ng nati ve “Bush 
Tucker” plants. This will be an exciti ng project, 
which we will involve the children in and create 
a wonderful learning experience for them.  

We will send more informati on regarding our 
planti ng project and would welcome parent 
parti cipati on if you have a green thumb or just 
want to join in. 

I recently sent an email regarding naming the 
rooms at the Service.  So far, we have had a 
few great suggesti ons but we would welcome 
some more input from families, children and 
staff .  

Please send through your suggesti ons by the 
20th May.  Once we have a few suggesti ons 
we will put out a poll for families to vote so 
that all families can have input.  The names 
with the most votes will become our new room 
names.



News from the 
Desk – Shey Stubbs
Hi everyone,

What a busy month April has been!
I hope you all enjoyed a nice break over Easter 
and Congratulations to our 3 Easter raffle 
winners.. 

Chelsea Peters, Tim Baker and Amy Sheridan.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to such 
a wonderful cause for the good Friday children’s 
appeal and wore their PJ’s to raise money as 
well,
We raised $121.00 in total, what a great effort.
Jill the Cire Community Garden Facilitator is 
spoiling us with some vegetables from the 
community garden.  We hope to get more 
from them over winter that we can use for our 
cooking and can promote discussions with the 
children around sustainability.

Some of the vegetables we have received 
include: Pumpkin, kale, silver beet, dill sweet 
peas and herbs. Thank you Jill!

A friendly reminder please provide us with your 
child’s up dated immunisation statement every 
time they are immunised, this is very important, 
and thank you so much for doing so.

I would like to take the opportunity to wish you 
all the very best for the remainder of the year as 
I finish up on the 7th June to go on maternity 
leave.
I wish you all well and hope to visit with our 
baby boy at some stage.

All the best and I will see you all in the near 
future.
Shey Stevens (nee Stubbs).

Staffing
Shey will then be going on maternity leave on 
Friday 7th June, we wish Shey all the best for 
the busy couple of months that she has coming 
up in the near future. We will provide details of 
who will replace Shey in the coming weeks. 
We have also begun the recruitment process 
for an Italian teacher to teach the kindergarten 

children for the remainder of the year.  
This is part of the language program Cire was 
successful in receiving for the next 4 years.  We 
will give you an update as soon as the teacher 
has been appointed.  You may remember 
the language program was for an indigenous 
language however, indigenous teachers are not 
be available until 2020.  We will therefore teach 
Italian (parent second choice) for the remainder 
of this year and will commence woiwurrung (the 
indigenous language for this region) in 2020.

If you have any questions about anything 
regarding your children or the service, please do 
not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you
Amanda

Parent Committee 
If there are any parents that would like to be a 
part of a parent committee within the service 
could you please let Amanda or Shey know.  

We would like to establish a parent committee 
to encourage parent involvement within the 
service and assist with decisions the effect the 
service and our children.

I have had a couple of responses from parents to 
say that they are interested if you would like to 
join them please let me know. 

Your family could be eligible for free or 
low cost dental care at Inspiro. Inspiro 
welcomes everyone, including those 
with or without:

• The Child Dental Benefits       
           Schedule
• Health care and pensioner     
           concession cards
• Private health insurance

17 Clarke Street, Lilydale.  Free undercover parking and a 
5-minute walk from Lilydale train station. Open business 
hours, Monday-Friday evenings and Saturday mornings.

Visit our website at inspiro.org.au or call our clinic on 
9738 8801 to find out if you and your children are eligible 
for free, low cost or prioritised (i.e. no wait list) dental 
care.

We will be having a visit from Inspiro dental on Tuesday 
7th and Thursday 9th May this year, they will be available 
for all the children within the service to see if you would 
like your child to see them.  In the coming weeks I will 
send out a letter explaining the service and a permission 
form for your child.



Room News
Room 1
We have had a few new 
families join our community 
and would like to take a moment to 
welcome you all to room and centre. 

In our combined room (1&2) we have been 
observing seasons changing and have been 
intentional in reflecting this within our planning 
and teaching. We have noticed leaves dropping, 
changing colour, felt them., used them in our 
play, in our craft and art, explored the colours of 
Autumn through paint and created interactive 
activities on our window in relation to the 
season we are in. The children have enjoyed 
the interactive Autumn leaf activity pulling the 
leaves off the sticky window and then sticking 
them back on, or alternatively posting them 
down the ducted heating vent, which takes 
great skill for both educators and children. As 
the children skilfully manipulate the laminated 
leaves through the slots into the vent, the 
Educators also get to practice and refine their 
skills as we problem solve to find ways to get 
them back out. 

The children have been enjoying different 
pretend/role play spaces with the incorporation 
of baby dolls. The children have been enjoying 
and taking an enthusiastic interest in the dolls 
with this in mind we have been intentional 
in supporting this interest. There are many 
benefits of role play in early years, this process 
of pretending builds many skills, supports 
the development of social and emotional 
skills, problem solving, physical development, 
communication, confidence, creativity and 
allows the children to get into character and 
express and share ideas as well as transfer their 
knowledge and understanding from one context 
to another. Taking care of our dolls helps to 

Policies for review over the 
next two months
Currently we are reviewing all of our Cire 
policies and procedures, if there is a particular 
policy or procedure that you would like to see 
please speak to Amanda or Shey and they will 
provide you with a copy.

teach responsibility, compassion and empathy 
and supports growth into caring people.  

We will continue to facilitate both indoor and 
outdoor play throughout the coming months 
so a friendly reminder to pack extra clothes 
and wet weather gear for rainy days as many 
of the children LOVE water play.. Jumping in 
muddy puddles, cooking with water, tipping and 
pouring.  

So much learning happens in the getting messy 

Room 3 
Hello! We have been 
enjoying ourselves with lots   
of exploration of the creative 
arts. We have been participating 
in activities and experiences that support 
creative and imaginative expression.  
This includes listening to different types of 
music and moving our bodies based on how 
we interpret the sounds and also through art 
and creativity- investigating different mediums 
through painting, drawing and sticking and 
pasting.

The arts invite children to listen, observe, 
discuss, move, problem solve and imagine using 
multiple modes of thought and self-expression. 
The creative arts provide ways for young 
children to learn to use skills in other domains.



Kinder 4
Hello from Kinder! 

We have been busy and happy 
in Kinder. The children have  
been enjoying the beautiful autumn weather, 
spending plenty of time outside practicing and 
developing their skills on the balance bikes and 
pedal bikes. They show great enthusiasm for 
participating in physical play and are able to 
negotiate the play spaces to ensure the safety 
and wellbeing of themselves and others. This 
kind of play is great for developing large muscle 
strength in the leg, coordination and motor 
planning skills, as well as social skills such as 
following directions and peer interaction. 

Another strong interest of the children is 
sensory play. They have been asking for and 
participating in a wide variety of sensory 
activities such as water play, sand and mud, 
play dough and “goop”. Sensory play is an 
important learning avenue for young children. 

It provides:         
• Sensory stimulation that is essential for brain 

development at this age
• Fine motor and hand eye coordination practice
• Emotional support through providing quiet, 

calming opportunities
• Language opportunities when children work 

together or use the area to provide their own 
play commentary

• Creative stimulation as children use the play 
accessories to develop stories and act them 
out.

Watching the children engaged in sensory 
play has reminded me that children are 

mesmerised by touching, looking at, smelling, 
tasting and rearranging and moving things. As 
children work with sensory materials they are 
learning about themselves and their role, using 
the physical properties of their world. These 
experiences give children the opportunity to 
be active participants in the learning process 
and to demonstrate enthusiasm and enjoyment 
in learning. As they absorb the vivid sensory 
information around them, their brain pathways 
are making connections that will be the 
fundamentals for a lifetime of experience and 
learning.
 
As discussed last newsletter we will soon be 
beginning our fortnightly excursions to the bush 
block at Cire Kindergarten in Yarra Junction. 
The visits to the bush block offer the children 
an important experience that many children 
don’t get to have in this day and age. The bush 
block can offer the children an opportunity 
to reconnect and rediscover the sense of 
wonder and play potential of natural outdoor 
learning. Research shows the list of benefits 
of unstructured outdoor nature play is long 
because such experiences develop the whole 
child physically and mentally. We will also be 
beginning our Library Excursions. These visits 
will be monthly and will be a strong part of 
developing the children’s early literacy skills. 
Please keep your eyes out for permission slips 
for these excursions, which will be appearing 
soon, as well as a calendar of events, so that you 
will know which days our excursions are on.
Please do not hesitate to chat to Ange if 
you have any queries about your child’s 
development. We hope   
you are enjoying 
this lovely autumn 
weather!

Warm 
regards, 
Ange, 
Aimee, 
Belinda 
and 
Adam

We are trying to get a family wall up on the wall 
of our room, so can you please provide us with 
a family photo or a photo of someone special 
to your child or a pet that will help provide a 
source of comfort and belonging whilst in our 
care.

We love our outdoor play! Even with the 
weather turning and getting a bit colder we still 
enjoy spending time outside. Just a reminder to 
name all of your children’s belongings as we will 
be rugging up to head out! 

Thank you
Bianca, Brooke & Zoe


