
 

 

From the Director’s Desk 
 
It has been wonderful getting to know you and your 
children over the last few weeks.  I am still finding my 
feet but have been really enjoyed the wonderful 
experiences and the warmth from families and staff.  
My door is always open and I would be happy to have 
a chat about any issues or just to say hi.  At the 
moment I am rotating weeks doing open and close 
shifts.  This week I am on open’s, so the week 
commencing 26th August I will be closing.  If there are 
any changes I will let you know.  I am also available on 
email taraday@cire.org.au.  
 

Bread Tags  
A big thank you to those that have been bringing their 
bread tags in from home and contributing them to our 
collections box.  All bread tags go towards supplying 
wheelchairs for children in need.  
 

Staffing  
We have had a few changes over the last few weeks: 

 Chelsea Peters has transferred to our Yarra 
Junction Service 

 Belinda O’Dea has transferred to our 
Occasional Care Service in Yarra Junction 

 Aimee Kim has reduced her days of work to 2 
days per week – Thursday and Friday 

 Bianca Monastirli has reduced to 2 days per 
week – Wednesday and Thursday  

 Brooke Ward has left the service for personal 
reasons.  

 We welcome Annaliese (Anna) Smith to the 
service as the Full Time Room Leader in Room 
3.  

We are currently recruiting two full time educators 
and will advise you when appointments have been 
made.  
 
 
 
  

 

Dates to Remember  
 
17th – 23rd August - Book Week  
 
Friday 30th August - Father’s Day 
Breakfast   
 

Room 1 
Dear Families, 
Term three has gone by very quickly.  Room one has 
been very busy this term trying out lots of different 
fine and gross motor skills.  We have been doing lots 
of sensory experiences as well as 
broadening our understanding of 
the world in which we live by 
introducing pictures, flags, songs 
and books from around the world. 
The children have thoroughly 
enjoyed getting involved with any 
new learning experience they been 
provided with.  

 
Activities such as outdoor 
play, ball games, riding bikes 
and climbing equipment all 
extend the children’s gross 
motor skills. 
 
Painting, play 
dough, 
drawing with 
crayons and 

puzzles are all planned for refining and 
developing fine motor skills.  
 
Language and listening skills are planned for group 
times - stories, songs, reading books, puppets, finger 
plays.  
 



 

 

 
 
Social skills are developed through 
playing and sharing with friends, 
learning to take turns, enjoying 
home corner, puzzles, and toys 
and even pack away times. 
 
 
 
The children have shown a big interest in story time, 
books and hand puppets this term. So we have been 
reading a lot of new books and also old favourites 
chosen by the children. Most of the children have the 
concentration to sit for longer periods of time so we 
can do a little bit more at group time now.  We would 
also love if you bring in your child’s favourite book so 
we can read them at group time.   
  
Our book corner has 
been a great way to 
create invitations to 
play in a quieter, 
relaxing area. We 
used big pillows and 
cushions to create a 
gentle cosy environment  
to look at books and take some time out when our 
room gets a little too busy. Both children and 
educators have been enjoying the space. 
 
Families input into programming - we would really 
love your input into your child’s educational learning. 
Next to the sign in board there is a frame where we 
welcome families to take a moment and write down 
any learning experiences you would like to see more 
of in the room or something your child is really 
interested in.  
This will assist us in planning and help us cater for 
your child’s individual needs and interests.  In our 
room we program for each child individually. We do 
this by observing each child, noting their actions and 
abilities, their strengths and what challenges they are 
ready for. The activities we plan are developmentally 
appropriate and goals are set for each child to 
achieve. You will also see samples of the children’s 
work displayed around the room. A portfolio of the 
child’s work is kept in a folder with examples of 
artwork and activities they are given and also 
observations of learning. It is available for you to look 
at, at any time. 
 
Kind regards Room one team 
 
 

 

Room 3  
 

Hello Everyone! 

My Name Is Anna, 

 

I am very excited to be working alongside Zoe and 

Suzie as the room leader for Room Three! 

I have been working in the Early Childhood for 7 years. 

I currently hold my Diploma in children’s service and 

am well on the way to completing my Advanced 

Diploma of Community Management.  

 

Over the past week I have enjoyed getting to know 

most of you and your children and am looking forward 

to many new adventures and opportunities together! 

On that note, I’d like to make sure I have the most 

relevant information about your children to ensure 

we are able to plan and care for your children 

accordingly.  

 

On the desk outside Room Three, you will find a short 

questionnaire, please feel free to grab one to fill out.  

If you have any further questions or suggestions I 

would love to hear them, so please come and have a 

chat.  

 

Warmest regards, Anna and the Room Three Team  

 

Kinder  
Hello from Kinder! 

 

We have been having a busy and happy time in 

kinder. Last Month we were lucky enough to have a 

visit from Brooke Wandin. Brooke is from the 

Woiwurrung speaking Wurundjeri-wilam clan. Her 

family have been living in the area we now know as 

the Yarra Ranges for countless generations. Brooke 

introduced herself and greeted us in Woiwurrung, and 

then showed the children some photos of her family. 

She then taught us a welcome rhyme and a wonderful 

Wurundjeri song, which we have now been doing to 

start each mat time. After this, Brooke read us a 

beautiful story called “wilam - A Birrarung Story”. This 

picture book is illustrated by Indigenous artist Lisa 

Kennedy, and written by respected Elder Aunty Joy 

Murphy and Yarra Riverkeeper Andrew Kelly. The 

story told the Indigenous and geographical story of 

Birrarung (also known as the Yarra river), from its 

source to its mouth; from its prehistory to the present 

day. This beautifully illustrated book told the story of 



 
 

 

the river, the flora and fauna that live alongside it, and 

the function it performs as a part of modern day life. 

After the story Brooke taught the children a fun 

“traffic light” game, where each colour was written in 

Woiwurrung. Red meant stop, Yellow meant slow and 

Green meant go. The children seemed to really enjoy 

it. To finish off her visit, Brooke showed the children 

some fantastic Woiwurrung language cards of 

Australian animals, such as bunjil the eagle, waa the 

crow, ngarrert the frog, gurrng-gurrng the 

kookaburra, and marram the kangaroo.  

 
The children have also been enjoying playing on the 

new sensory obstacle course (that we received as part 

of a government inclusion support grant). The first time 

we set it up, it was designed by educators, but after a 

while playing on it, it was redesigned repeatedly by the 

children. The children took their shoes off, so that they 

could explore the different textures on the stepping 

stones and pathways with their feet. They crawled 

through the tunnel and rolled and tumbled on the 

mats. Obstacle courses can provide great opportunities 

for children to gain multiple skills, as well as challenge 

their performance in gross and fine motor activities. 

On Wednesday we visited the Library, and we are 

excited to visit the Bush block again this Friday, after a 

long break while it was closed due to works on the 

playground next door. Here are the dates for all of the 

upcoming excursions and incursions: 

 Tuesday August 27th: Vet Visit Incursion 
(Teaching about safety around and caring for 
animals) 10am 

 Wednesday September 4th: Bush Block, 
leaving at 10:30am, returning by 12:30pm. 

 Monday September 9th: Library Excursion, 
leaving 10:15am returning by 11.30am 

 Thursday September 19th: Bush Block 
Excursion, leaving at 10:30am, returning by 
12:30pm. 

Please look out for permission slips for these 

excursions, as each one has a separate permission 

slip. Other interests in Kinder this month have been 

threading and weaving activities, as well as a sorting 

and catagorising games using tongs. This activity was 

designed to continue building on their fine motor 

skills, which will in turn help to develop their pre-

writing and early literacy skills.  

We hope you are staying warm during this wintery 

weather! 

Kind regards, 

 

 Ange, Aimee, Belinda and Adam 

 

Hot topics 
Very soon we will launch an online platform for 

programming and sharing information between the 

service and families. 

 

This app is called OWNA and you will soon receive an 

email to download the app and to login to our system, 

If you have not completed a permission form for 

OWNA can you please speak to Tara or Nat.  

 

We hope that this app will enhance communication 

between families and the service.  

 

If you have any questions about this app please do not 

hesitate to ask us.  

 

 

Parent Committee  
We would really like to set up a parent committee for 

our service so we can get your feedback and involve 

our families in decision making.  If you are interested 

please speak to Tara or Nat. 

 

 

Cire Community  
Did you know that Cire Education and Training offer 
accredited training in: 

 Education Support 

 Early Childhood Education 

 Hospitality and Tourism  

 Horticulture and Land Management  

 Management and Small Business 

 Ageing, Home and Community Care  
 

We also offer many short courses including: 

 Photography 

 Asian Cooking  

 Tech Hub 

 MYOB  

 Bookkeeping  

 Self Defence 

 First Aid Fast & Full First Aid  
To find out more information visit our website or call 
1300 835 235. 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Recycling and Sustainability  
 
At Cire Children’s Service we are committed to try and 
change the carbon footprint and try and do our part in 
sustainability, recycling and educating the children 
about caring for our world.   
 
We would really like to step up our recycling efforts 
throughout the service and need your help with this.  
We would like to use things from home in craft and 
other experiences so if you have any of the following 
items that you no longer want, we will be able to 
recycle them and reuse them: 
 

 Pine cones  

 Cardboard rolls from glad wrap or paper 
towel 

 Corks 

 Plastic bottles and bottle tops  

 Small pieces of wood  

 Shells  

 Glass jars and bottles  

 Fabric  

 Wool  

 Bubble wrap 

 Photo frames  

 Old pots and pans  

 Hand bags, scarves etc..  (for dress ups)  

 Wooden bowls  

 And anything else you may think is useful 
 
Please Note:  we cannot accept cardboard toilet roll 
tubes and egg cartons due to hygiene and allergy 
reasons.   
 
These are some great ways we can reuse the items 
you may throw away.   
 
If you have any queries about what items to bring in 
please do not hesitate to talk to us.   

  
 
 
 


