
 

 

 
April edition – 2021 
 
From the Director’s Desk  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to formally 
introduce you to Leah who joined our team at the end 
of March as a permanent educator in the Occasional 
Care Room. She 
is a qualified 
educator with 
two and a half 
years’ 
experience in 
long day care 
and is a huge 
asset to our 
team.  I know 
you will join us 
in welcoming 
her  to the 
Chirnside Park 
team!  
 
Occasional Care  Bookings: 
 
As you may have noticed we are getting busier and 
busier very day with some sessions and days almost at 
capacity.  Tuesday and Thursday mornings are 
especially busy with there being only one vacancy in 
the morning session (until 1.30) so if you need 
permanent/regular times for either Tuesday or 
Thursday I would strongly suggest booking these 
positions as they may not be available much longer. 
 
Grandparents and Special Persons Day: 
On Tuesday 20th April we were lucky to be able to hold 
our Grandparents & Special Friends Day in both the 
Kinder and Occasional Care Rooms.  This is one of our 
favourite days on our calendar of events. It was so 
lovely to see so many families and friends turn up to 
this special event especially as this event was cancelled  
 

 
last year due to COVID.  The children loved showing 
their special guests around their rooms introducing  
 
them to the butterflies, drawing, making pretend cups 
of tea and much much more. Thank you to all that 
attended, we hope you had a lovely time with your 

beautiful 
children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
Parent Advisory Meeting: 
Just a reminder that on Wednesday 5th May we will be 
holding our first Parent Advisory Group Meeting for 
2021.  
The meeting will be 1.30pm to 2.30pm.  If you  available 
and can spare the time we would love you to be 
involved. Hopefully see you there!   
If you would like to be involved but are unable to 
attend this meeting please let me know.  
 
RCH Good Friday Appeal: 
 

 
 
I would personally like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to 
our wonderful Children’s Services families and 
educators for donating to our RCH Good Friday Appeal 
Virtual Tin Shake.  This year we raised a HUGE  $779 to 
help support the wonderful work that the Royal 
Children’s Hospital Melbourne does for children and  
families.  If any of you have had to use RCH for you 
children you know just how wonderful the doctors, 
nurses, support staff and volunteers are.  
 
Again, THANK YOU SO MUCH, can’t wait to see next 
year efforts. 
 
Lost Property in Occasional Care 
 

 
Please check the cloths rack located in front of the 
Occasional Care Room as we currently have a large 
amount of lost property.  
 
Could I take this opportunity also to ask you to please 
name all of your child’s clothing, footwear, drink 
bottles and lunch boxes 
 
Cire Children’s Services Facebook Page 
Cire Children’s Services has its own Facebook 
Page.  Please follow and like our page and share our 
posts .  
Here is the link: 
https://www.facebook.com/cirechildrenservices/ 
 

 
News from Occasional Care: 
 
How exciting that we are starting our first project in 

Occasional care room!  

Our children are always so interested in different 

activities. 

With the new room set up Occasional care, we have 

created a pizza shop as our dramatic play space 

combined with the home corner. Children have been 

showing continues interests exploring the play space. I 

have observed small 

groups of children at 

the home corner 

making the pizza. 

Children take orders 

using the phones and 

the keyboard, and 

then they move on to 

make the pizza orders. 

There have been lots 

of communication 

among the children on 

where they decide who would make the pizza, who 

would take the orders and who would make the coffee. 

There has been a lot of collaboration together. Since 

this play space has been the most favourite and 

engaged play space and all the children have showsn 

increasing interest in exploring different aspects of 

pizza shop play, we are going to explore more about 

'pizza' and relate it to learning concepts.  

Project Update - Different shapes of pizzas 
At the project exploration table, we have set up a 
puzzle activity where children can create different 
shapes of pizzas using the puzzles. There are circle, 
semi-circle, rectangle, and heart shaped puzzle pieces 
for children to create the shapes. By engaging in this 
learning experience, children develop and extend 
their knowledge upon the shapes, the methods of 
creating shapes using different other shapes. Children 
often explore this play space in pairs or in groups of 

https://www.facebook.com/cirechildrenservices/


 
 

 

three where they have discussions about the shapes 
of pizzas d how many pieces can they cut their pizzas 
into.  
Project Update – Creating pizza using magazines 
We have been focusing on creating pizzas using 
magazines and catalogues from the grocery shops. 
Children had the opportunity to create their own pizzas 
by cutting out different food items. It was great to see 
how interested children were to use scissors and cut 
food images from magazines.   During this learning 

experience, children 
learnt about the 
different shapes of 
pizzas using their 
knowledge and 
understanding they 
have from the 
previous inquiry 
question which we 
explored. Firstly, 
children drew a 
chosen shape then 
they cut images of 
food and finally, they 
pasted the images 

inside of the shape they drew. There were various 
discussions around the shapes, what food images they 
would like to include in their creations and what they 
really like to eat when they have pizzas. 
 
Letter recognition through creative arts (Selin) 
Selin did a colouring experiment with the children 
where we coloured some sand in red. Children were so 
eager to know what was happening. As I got sand and 
some red colouring, children gathered around the table 
and joined me to colour sand. Children were very 
excited to mix the colouring and sand together. Upon 
their curiosity, the children one by one mixed the sand 
by taking turns. 
We then moved to the art and craft table where we 

began to create the letter 'A' both in uppercase and 

lowercase using coloured sand. For this activity, we 

provided glue, paper, and sand for children to create 

the letter.  

I role modelled by applying glue on the paper as I 

directed children by saying "one slanting line, and 

another, and a small line to connect". The children 

were very patient and focused and repeated my 

actions along with some support of other educators, 

Mwaka, Leah and Tracey.  After printing the letter 

using glue, the children then sprinkled the sand on top 

to make their letters visible. 

Most children revisited this learning experience where 

some practiced letter 'A' while some created beautiful 

art pieces. This was a great intentional teaching-

learning experience as the educators were guiding 

children and supporting them with their letter 

recognition and writing. Children revisited the play 

space as they enjoyed seeing the letters they created 

by sprinkling sand. 

Easter egg circle panting: 
Over the last two 
days, we have 
been given the 
opportunity to 
explore our fine 
motor, trial error 
abilities, colour 
recall, 
imagination, 
ability to follow 
simple directions, 
as well as verbal 
communication. 
To extend these 
skills further, I (Selin) presented an egg painting with a 
little twist. We put toy eggs, paint and paper on a tray 
and the children tilted and shook the tray to move eggs 
to paint them. We realised that eggs moved in a circular 
direction. This is why we called this experience Easter 

egg circle panting 😊  
 
Egg Hunt: 
'We are going on an egg hunt.' Selin was singing this 
with the children as they transited from classroom to 
outside where they hoped to find some hidden Easter 
eggs and small rabbits. As soon as the doors were open 
the children all rushed to find the hidden treasure. We 
collected them all in a basket to share later. The 
children were finding the Easter items were hidden in 
holes. Occasional care room become very excited with 



 
 

 

the amount of treasure they found. At first, they were 
all going to the same area, but when they realised, they 
were hidden over the whole yard, they spread out to 
different areas.  When all the hidden items were found, 
we sat as a group and counted out the eggs and shared 
them with all the children so that we could take them 
home. All the children had great fun searching for the 
Easter items and were excited to take them home. 
 

News from Kindergarten: 

Zones of Regulation  
We have been focusing on the ‘Zones of Regulation’ 
and emotional intelligence. We have been learning 
about our feelings what is happy, sad, excited and 
angry and associating these with the following 
colours:  

 

Blue – Sad  

Green – Happy  

Yellow – Excited  

Red – Angry  

 
 
We have been discussing with the children strategies 

to use when dealing with our 
emotions when we are feeling, 
sad, excited or angry and we 
discuss these strategies every 
morning during group time. 
The children are able to 
discuss what strategies we can 
use such as taking a deep 
breath, having a drink of 
water, talking to an adult, 

counting to 10 or doing stretches to move to the 
green zone 

Each morning the 
children are given the 
opportunity to 
discuss how they are 
feeling and to put 
their photo onto one 
of the coloured 
zones. 
(Happy)  
 
Butterfly Habitat 
At the end of Term One, we had been discussing the life 
cycle of butterflies with the children.  We had 
researched butterflies and read the very hungry 
caterpillar story.  
 
During our school holidays our butterfly chrysalises 
arrived so that we could see for ourselves how 
butterfliers hatched.   
  

 
On the first week of term 2, the small butterfly 
enclosure was set up in the kinder room so the children 
could observe the biological changes that transform 
caterpillars into butterflies. This has been a great 
experience as the children were able to have a close 
look up of the chrysalis turned into butterfly. 
 
The caterpillar grows inside a cocoon to a butterfly 
We looked back through the story to understand how 
these changes occur. We shared ideas of how we 
thought it can happen. An explanation of how 
butterflies go through a growing process was provided 
after we saw the Life 
Cycle of a Butterfly 
via YouTube and saw 
pictures to discover 
that at each stage of 
growth its 
appearance was 
different.  
 



 
 

 

 
We researched this 
project together to 
explore the different 
growth cycles of 
animals and humans. 
The children learn 
from the STEM 
experiments involving 
science, technology, 
engineering and 
numeracy by 
developing a range of 
different projects that 

investigates the various lifecycles.  
 
As a group they will discuss habitats globally, and how 
we can protect and preserve them. Numeracy will also 
be a featured throughout this program and will focus 
on building individual height charts to measure growth 
patterns of each child.  
 
Representing the Butterfly Life Cycle 
We learned: The butterfly life cycle includes four 
stages: stage one: egg; 
stage two: larva; stage 
three: pupa; and stage 
four: adult butterfly. 
Butterflies transform 
through these stages. 
This transformation is 
called metamorphosis. 
 
The children resourced 
their own learning 
about the different stages of the lifecycle of a 
butterfly. 
The children used information and communication 
technologies to access information. It has promoted 
the children’s interest in their investigative skills and 
resourcing their own learning.    
 
Exploring each stage, the children had the opportunity 
to learn about 
the attributes, 
behaviours and 
anatomy of a 
caterpillar and 
butterfly 
through 
observation, 
comparing and 
contrasting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Jack’s caterpillar                         Brianna’s caterpillar 
 
Anzac Day Sunday 25 April 
Our nation’s day of paying tribute to those that have 
served and are currently serving in our military forces 
is Anzac Day on 
April 25th. 
Children 
created art and 
craft to 
commemorate 
ANZAC Day, and 
watched the 
last post. We 
discuss with the 
children what is remembrance and commemoration. 
We ended our discussion by watching the last post.  
 



 
 

 

Fine and Gross Motor Skills  
The children learned to stay healthy by eating healthy 
food items and being very active with various physical 
activities. They managed to balance themselves on the 
plank by maintaining eye-hand coordination. They 
jumped on the mat and help develop fine and gross 
motor skills. To continue with physical experiences, we 
encouraged the children to cross various obstacles and 
climb on the fort. The children enjoyed playing outside 
in the company of nature. To further extend their 
learning, we organized activities in which the children 
took turns to throw the big ball in the tyre and also 
practised putting bean bags in a ring. 
 
Counting  
We also organized activities to develop the children’s 
mathematic abilities. They learned to count by 
counting and piling the colour shapes on a number 
board, making butterfly with chalk on a concrete and 
also by making lines with the chalks on the concrete 
surface. We also sang counting songs together. Chloe 
and Aaryana learned to count to ten and Aorhi counted 
to five for the teacher. To enhance children’s 
mathematical skills, we set up a shop for the children, 
where they performed pretend shopping involving 
money transactions. The children learned that they 
need money to buy things and used mathematical 
language during their play such as money, “how much” 
and “more”. 
 
Maths activities to do at home:  

• Collect leaves, sticks, rocks, and other natural 
items. Ask your child to sort them into groups 
based on size, colour, shape, texture  

• Sing songs and 
read books that 
have numbers 
in them that 
repeat, rhyme, 
and have 
rhythm. This 
will help your 
child 
understand 
patterns.  

• Play simple board games, card games and puzzles 
with shapes and numbers, like ‘snap’, or matching 
pairs or dominoes.  

• Play outside games like ‘I spy’, hopscotch, skittles 
and ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf’.  

• Play or sing music at different speeds. Your child 
can dance, jump or shake musical instruments to 
slow or fast songs. Sing nursery rhymes slowly and 
then speed up. 

• Race toy cars and talk about which came first, 
second or third.  

• Help your child to arrange her favourite toys in 
order from shortest to tallest.  

 
Grandparents and Special Friend’s Day 
We celebrated Grandparents and Special Friends day 
and it was great opportunity for the children to 
showcase what they have been learning. They showed 

their special guests 
around the kinder 
room. It was a 
special day to see 
children engaging 
with their 
grandparents and 
special friends, 

seeing big smiles on 
their faces.  
Thank you to all the 
grandparents and 
special friends for 
taking the time to 
celebrate this 
special day with us.   
 
Our Family Photo Wall  
A family photo wall is a wonderful starting point to 
develop a curriculum built around children’s 
identities, and their relationships with family and our 
community. The significance of this tree is for children 
to feel a sense of belonging and wellbeing in the 
room. When children feel a sense of belonging they 
are happier, more motivated and successful learners.  
 
Some homework for our parents/guardians - we would 
love you to bring a family photo to place on our family 
photo wall!  This will encourage children to identify 
themselves and peers and feel a sense of belonging in 
our room. You can either bring in a copy, post one to 
ONWA or email one for us to print out. 
 
Individual goals 
As term two has started, we are going to set individual 
goals for each child for the room so that the goals can 
guide our curriculum, practices and reflection. Because 
family input is very important to us, we would like to 
invite you to let us know what goals you want to set for 
your child for term 2. We will also set individual goals 
for the children based on our observations of the 
child’s interests and needs. Please inform Rebecca or 
Tracey if you would like to contribute your valuable 

thoughts. 



 
 

 

 
EASY PEASY PASTA SALAD 
 

  
 
PREP 15 min | COOK 10 min | SERVES 6-8 SERVINGS 
 
INGREDIENTS 
- 500 grams short pasta 
- 250 grams cherry tomatoes, halved 
- 1/2 cup (125ml) store bought basil pesto 
- 100 grams parmesan, shaved 
- 2 cups (250 grams) baby spinach and rocket 

leaves 
- 1 cup (100 grams) basil, leaves picked 

 
METHOD: 
Bring a large pot of salted water to the boil, add pasta 
and cook according to packet instructions. 
Drain and rinse under cold water. 
Place pasta into a large bowl, add cherry tomatoes, 
pesto, parmesan, baby spinach and rocket, basil and 
toss to combine.  
 
ENJOY!!! 
 

Dates to Remember for 
May 2021 
 
Friday 7th May 
Mother’s and Special 
Friends  Breakfast - Time 
TBC 
 
Wednesday 19th May 
National Simultaneous Story Time- 11.00am “Give me 
some Space” by Philip Bunting 
 
Wednesday 28th May 
National Reconciliation Day - Welcome to Country, 
cooking and story time. 
 

 

 

Cire Community Hub’s Free Parenting Workshop 

Connection Based Parenting with Building Better 
Brains –  
Tuesday 18 May 2021 
7.30pm to 9.00pm  
Chirnside Park 
Free – Register online at www.cire.org,au 

How to build better brains and relationships for all 
ages. Learn what connections are essential for 
building resilient, confident and emotionally 
intelligent brains and how to use games, play and 
connection to help regulate your child’s stress 
responses. Participants will find new ways to support 
challenging behaviour and increase family fun. 

Together with 

 
This is a part of a series of FREE parenting 
workshops. View all upcoming workshops in the 
“Schedule and Fees” tabs. 
 
 

     
 

 


