
 

March/April 2021 Edition  
  
Director News  
 
This year is already going so quickly! We have had a 
busy couple of months at the centre with lots of 
celebrations that the children enjoyed participating in. 
These included St Patricks Day, Holi festival, Pyjama 
week, Easter and recently our Grandparents and 
Special Friends afternoon tea.  
 
We had some special visitors during April with our 
Butterfly Chrysalis arriving at the centre for the 
children to observe. It was fascinating to explore the 
life cycle and watch the Butterflies emerge from their 
chrysalis. We then let them go into our playground. 
The children enjoyed this experience and were 
excited to count how many butterflies had hatched 
each day! 
 
We would like to welcome Sandra to our team as the 
new Room Leader in our Pre-Kinder. 
 
Now that the weather is cooling down can we please 
ask that families provide a coat/beanie for the 
children to continue exploring the outdoor 
environment during the colder months ahead and also 
some spare clothes in case they get wet/dirty. 
Reminder to label these items so educators knows 
whose is whose! 
 
Thanks 
Jess and Karen 
    

Nursey News  
This month, the babies have all been hard at work, 
preparing for Easter!  We were donated a collection of 
cardboard eggs, which the children used pastel paints 
to decorate.  Each child was given the choice of 
painting with brushes or their fingers--some even 
chose to use both! Art experiences like painting are a 
great way for children to exercise their creativity, and 

also give opportunities for cognitive development as 
well, through discussions about colours used, or just 

the 
sensory 
stimulation 
of the 
paint's 
texture. 
 
We've 
been 
enjoying 
spending 
time 

outside, as usual!  This month, it was very exciting 
when we found a big fuzzy caterpillar in the 
garden.  The children were absolutely fascinated by it, 
and waved 'hello' to it as it inched through our 
garden. 
 
We also 
celebrated 
Pyjama Week 
this month, as 
a way of 
supporting the 
Good Friday 
Appeal.  A 
massive 'thank 
you' to 
everyone who got involved.  It was lots of fun seeing 
everyone in their pj's! 
and opportunity to attempt tasks themselves. We 
have children who help clear away dishes after meals, 
strip the beds after sleep and are awesome at packing 
away toys with only a little direction. We have also 
been working on recognising our own drink bottle and 
hat pocket with our photo labels and the children are 
getting better all the time. 
Last month (April), we went on our first pram walk of 
2021!  The children absolutely loved getting out in the 
fresh air and were all smiles as we headed off down 
the driveway to explore.  We plan on continuing these 



 

 

excursions weekly, as the weather permits, so keep an 
eye on OWNA, Facebook, or look for us when you’re 

out in the local 
community!   
    
We’ve also had some 
special visitors at the 
centre.  For the past 
couple of weeks, we have 
had some butterflies 
come to hang out with us!  
The children got to watch 
them emerge from their 
chrysalises.  After a few 

days we set them free into our flower garden outside.  
This was a great way to encourage interest in the 
natural world and the creatures we share it with. 

 
Also, just a friendly reminder that, with the weather 
getting chillier, it's important to keep warm and 
rugged up.  Please ensure that your child has plenty of 
warm spare clothes in their bag, just in case.  Coats, 
jackets, beanies, and gumboots if your child is 
walking. Thank you in advance! 
--Nicole & Becca 
 

Toddler News  
Wow! It’s hard to believe that March is over already 
and we’re ¼ of the way through 2021. 
The children have certainly been very busy and are 
starting to enjoy art work more and more. We are 
starting to introduce some pasting and painting. These 
are a fabulous next step from the drawing we have 
been doing. This is the perfect age group to introduce 
some of the messier arts and allow the children to 
explore different materials and mediums so they can 
progress in their creative skills as they get older 
without being worried about the materials 
themselves. 
Lots of outdoor play has been on the agenda as they 
are an active group with lots of energy. The children 
are becoming very adept at using the climbing 
equipment and can often be found negotiating their 

way from one end to the other. The sandpit is also a 
very popular space and we see a variety of play from 
simple digging to filling containers, driving trucks and 
even sifting the sand. 
 

 
 
Indoors continues to see a lot of care for the baby 
dolls. With new siblings and pregnant mums the 
children are practising the skills they see at home and 
spend much of their 
time swaddling the 
dolls and putting them 
to bed. We even often 
hear them singing their 
own little lullaby. 
  

 
We have continued 
along with our 
program throughout 
April adding in some 
special events. These 
have included watching 
our butterflies hatch 
and then releasing 
them in our yard, 
baking for our 
grandparents/special 
friends, starting 
preparations for 
Mother’s Day, ANZAC 
Day and so much more. 
The children continue to practise their independence 
and are becoming more 
helpful with daily tasks as 
they are getting a tight grip 
on routines in the room.  
 
The children’s social and 
language skills are 
progressing rapidly as they 
begin to interact with each 
other on a more 
meaningful level. We are 
hearing lots of wonderful 



 

 

manners as they learn please and thank you and they 
are also getting a handle on each other’s names quite 
well. It is wonderful to watch them grow so quickly 
and with such a passion for life. 
 
 

As the weather starts to get colder please remember 
that we still do outdoor play. This means your child 
will need a beanie, coat and gumboots as winter 
approaches. These will be extra important when we 
visit the bush block. 
We are looking forward to more fun and messy play 
ahead. 
 
Amanda and Chelsea 
 

Pre Kinder News  
Welcome Sandra 
I would just like to say ‘Thank you’ to everyone for the 
warm welcome I have received as I settle into my new 
role as the Pre-Kinder Room Leader.   
For anyone that hasn’t met me, I have worked locally 
in the Childcare industry for about 24 years. In 
February this year I started working casually for a 
Childcare Agency.  It was my good fortune that my 
first shift was here at Yarra Junction, I soon felt this 
was my home base and cannot say ‘Thank you’ 
enough to both Diletta & Jess for giving me the 
opportunity to join the Cire team full time.   
 
Pyjama Week 
Pyjama week was a fun time to relax and be 
comfortable, work on our Easter projects, make and 
eat Banana pancakes. The children explored and 
continue developing their self-help skills by spreading 
butter onto their own pancakes, then added 
strawberries and extra bananas on top. Yum 
 
Butterflies 
Have you ever taken the time to learn about 
caterpillars and butterflies?   
Reading ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ is a fun story to learn 
the basics. We had the opportunity to watch 
caterpillar chrysalis change colour and hatch into 
beautiful Monarch Butterflies. 
To help us understand what was happening we 
watched some short videos of Monarch butterflies. 
They hatched so quickly after changing colour from 
green to black that one moment there were only 
chrysalis hanging in the enclosure and the next Karen 
came back to show us we had beautiful butterflies 
they were spreading their beautiful orange and black 
wings. 
 
 
 

Grand Parents / Special Persons Afternoon Tea 
Afternoon Tea for our Special People was a Great 
Success.   
Thank you to 
everyone that 
organised and 
participated.  
The Blueberry 
and Apple 
Muffins baked 
by the 
children were 
delicious and 
well 
received.  Most children were excited to spend time 
playing with their ‘Special Visitors’, some needed time 
to adjust to the fact it wasn’t home time just yet.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following ideas and interests 
Chameleons are not something we would normally 
come across in Yarra Junction. But when you see a t-
shirt with Chameleons all over it, this is a good time to 
start a conversation about how they can change 
colour.  Colour changing animals are a little difficult to 
explain so we visited the Kinder room to watch a short 
video on the big TV.  After watching we practiced 
moving our bodies like Chameleons (forward & back, 
sticking our tongues out to catch bugs and curling our 
hands around ‘branches’ to climb) this was a great 
way to move our bodies and stretch our muscles 
before heading back to our room and outside to play. 
The interest in Chameleons continued outside as we 
took our experience to pencil and paper to ‘draw our 
own Chameleons’ (see drawings displayed on wall). 
 
Mothers’ Day Breakfast 
Don’t forget that we are celebrating Mothers’ Day this 
Friday morning with Breakfast. 
 
Sandra, Laura, Charli & Alicia 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Kinder News  

 
Auslan 
We have been learning Auslan.  Initially, the Preschool 
Field Officer, Jo Kitching, visited a few children earlier 
this year and suggested that we incorporate Auslan 
into our Kinder program.  The reason for this is that, 
children learn gesture before they learn verbal 
language, so Auslan can reinforce the learning of 
language. 
We will be providing a sheet of simple signs for the 
Kinder room, so that you can reinforce this learning at 
home and if your child uses a sign you will know what 
it means. 
We will continue to incorporate Auslan into our 
learning, especially during routines and when learning 
new songs. 
 
Butterflies 
The kinder children have loved observing the 
butterflies as they moved through the chrysalis to 
butterfly cycle.  Every day, the children made a point 
of checking the butterflies out as they moved into and 
exited the Kinder room.   
Last Friday, it was time to say goodbye to the 
butterflies and to release them into our garden, 
hoping that they will lay eggs and we will see new 
butterflies in the future.  The children watched as the 
butterflies gradually came out and acclimatised to 
their new environment.  The butterflies stayed very 
still before flying to somewhere safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anzac Day 
 
We observed Anzac Day in the kinder room.  We 
watched an Aboriginal lady, Jess Staines, read an 
indigenous story about Anzac Day called “Alfred’s 
War”.  Riley brought in a soldier hat (which had 
belonged to his Dad), and Jenni read a story that she 
had borrowed for us from the library.  We also 
painted our own poppies with Jenni. 
 
Risky Play Outdoors 
As the children develop their gross motor skills, they 
have been trying harder activities.  One day, they 
decided to have a go at climbing the tree stump.  
Some children couldn’t do it as they were too short, 
so we learnt how to use the ladder.  Some children 
went halfway up the ladder and chose to go back 
down – this is ok as we are learning to assess our own 
risks and make our own choices about this.  Initially 
some of the children had to be very brave to attempt 
this activity, but they were so happy when they 
reached the top.  The children looked around and 
pointed things out to Grace.  Thomas and Daniel 
(brothers) had a cuddle on top of the tree stump.  
Once we got to the top of the ladder we needed to 
problem-solve how to get down – Grace helped the 
children by verbally talking them through where to 
place their feet and hands.   
 
Easter  
Riley brought in some easter eggs for an Easter egg 
hunt.  The children created their own Easter baskets 
using an indigenous design.  We then went outside on 
the Thursday before Easter and participated in an 
Easter egg hunt – it was so much fun.  The children 
then waited until home time before they could enjoy 
the Easter eggs.  We hope that the families and 
children all had a lovely Easter break. 
 
Science and Maths 

The children 
enjoyed a month-
long play with scales 
in which we worked 
on vocabulary for 
weight.  We 
compared objects 
and said that they 
were heavier than 

or lighter than the other object.  The children also 
enjoyed filling up one side of the scales to make that 
side very heavy. 
 
 



 

 

 
Holly did a small activity on floating and sinking which 
we wanted to continue in May (after our big focus of 
Mother’s Day!) 
We have also been looking at shapes using our rubber 
band boards and Holly’s tangrams. 
 
Notices 
In the winter months we will be participating in 
outdoor play, and hopefully going to the Bush Block!  
In order to enjoy these spaces, we need to be 
appropriately dressed – please provide a jacket, 
beanie and closed shoes that have grip (for climbing).  
As we continue to develop our ability to 
independently use the toilet, use the hand-washing 
facilities without splashing and play with paint, clay 
and other messy media, there will be accidents from 
time to time.  Please provide spare clothes in your 
child’s bag.  
We look forward to exploring autumn and are needing 
some autumn leaves to explore – please collect a bag 
full and bring them in. 
We will also be providing 
the children the 
opportunity to participate 
in show and tell – if you 
have any old Gift Boxes at 
home, please bring them in 
and we can start Show and 
Tell… 
Grace, Michelle, Holly and 
Jenni 

 
 

Dates to Remember for 
May 2021 
 
Friday 7th May 
Mother’s and Special Friends  
Breakfast - Time TBC 
 
Wednesday 19th May 
National Simultaneous Story Time- 11.00am “Give me 
some Space” by Philip Bunting 
 
Wednesday 28th May 
National Reconciliation Day - Welcome to Country, 
cooking and story time. 

 
RCH Good Friday Appeal: 
 

 
 
We would just like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to our 
wonderful Children’s Services families and educators 
for donating to our RCH Good Friday Appeal Virtual Tin 
Shake.  This year we raised a HUGE  $779 to help 
support the wonderful work that the Royal Children’s 
Hospital Melbourne does for children and  families.  If 
any of you have had to use RCH for you children you 
know just how wonderful the doctors, nurses, support 
staff and volunteers are.  
 
Again, THANK YOU SO MUCH, can’t wait to see next 
year efforts. 
 

News from the Kitchen 
We are currently developing our Autumn/Winter 
menu. If you have anything you would like to see on 
our menu, please let Cheryl or Jess know! 
Please see below the recipe for Cheryl’s famous 
‘Rissole Casserole’ which all the children enjoy! It is 

yummy! 
 
Cheryl’s Rissole Casserole 
Brown onion, 500g beef mince, zucchini, carrot, garlic, 
1/2tsp  thyme, ½ tsp oregano, salt and pepper, 2 tsp  
worchestire sauce, 1 cup barley, 2 cups beef stock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


