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June/July 2021 Edition   
   
From the Director’s Desk 
Can you believe half a year has gone by already! Time 

fly’s when you are having fun! The past couple of 

months we have been busy, we celebrated NAIDOC 

week with the theme being ‘Healing Country’. The 

children enjoyed participating in some art, craft and 

story time experiences.  

 

The children got to dress in their cosy pyjamas for PJ 

week to raise funds for the Pyjama Foundation! It was 

so much fun to see the educators and children in their 

PJ’s  

 

You will see some new faces around the centre as we 

welcome Kiara, Naomi and Luana to our team of 

casual educators. 

Please help yourselves to the soup and hot chocolate 

set up we have in the foyer. A little something to 

keep you warm during this cold wintery weather! 

Thanks  

Jess and Karen  

     

Nursey News 
And just like that, we’re halfway through the year!   

The past month has been a 

big one for the babies in our 

room in terms of physical 

development, with so many 

of them beginning to walk 

independently.  It has been 

Highlights of the month also 

included a fire drill, dot 

painting with Aboriginal 

colours for NAIDOC Week, 

and wearing our pj's to raise money for children in 

foster care.  It's always fun to see everyone coming in 

cozy in their pj's.  A big 'thank you!' to everyone who 

joined in. 

so exciting to watch the children transition from 

crawling to walking and now the room is full of little 

feet todd`ling around everywhere. 

Unfortunately, due to the recent 

COVID restrictions, we have 

been unable to continue our 

pram walks this past month, 

however, as the restrictions 

further ease, we hope to resume 

them very soon.  

With all the wet and wild 

weather we have had this 

month, we've been spending 

more time indoors, keeping dry and warm but that 

hasn't stopped us from staying busy. We have been 

working on a range of skills, from sitting up, crawling, 

and walking on our own, to learning and repeating 

new words.   

This month, a favourite game in the Nursery has been 
peek-a-boo!  The children often begin this fun 
interaction with each other or an educator, using 
tents, tables, scarves, or their hands.  It's lovely to see 
their smiling faces and hear their giggles as they duck 
down and pop back up. 



 

 

 
 

Highlights of the month also included a fire drill, dot 

painting with Aboriginal colours for NAIDOC Week, 

and wearing our pj's to raise money for children in 

foster care.  It's always fun to see everyone coming in 

cosy in their pj's.  A big 'thank you!' to everyone who 

joined in. 

This month, you should have seen a ‘Mid-Year 

Progress Report’ go up on OWNA for your child. A big 

thank you to all our families for the feedback provided 

on these, as it’s so helpful in planning and 

programming for your child going forward. Family 

input is always appreciated and valued, so any time 

you have a question, comment,  
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and wearing our pj's to raise money for children in 

foster care.  It's always fun to see everyone coming in 
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This month, you should have seen a ‘Mid-Year 

Progress Report’ go up on OWNA for your child. A big 

thank you to all our families for the feedback provided 

on these, as it’s so helpful in planning and 

programming for your child going forward. Family  

 

input is always appreciated and valued, so any time 

you have a question, 

comment, or suggestion 

for us about how we can 

better support your child, 

please feel free to pass it 

on to us, whether it’s in 

person or through OWNA. 

--Becca & Nicole 

 
 
 

Toddler News   
This month has been a busy month in the toddler 
room!  
 We said goodbye to Amanda and welcomed Charli as 
a new staff member in our toddler room whilst we 
recruit a room leader. We will keep you updated and 
advise you as soon as a new Room Leader is 
appointed.  We also welcomed Asha, Samuel and 
Beauden our new friends.  
 
We celebrated NAIDOC WEEK from the 4th to the 
11th of July.  Over the week we learnt about native 
animals in the bush, didgeridoos and the noises they 
make, aboriginal flags, aboriginal symbols and lots 
more.  

 
We also celebrated PJ 
week to raise money for 
children in foster care all 
children and educators 
all joined in by wearing 
some cosy pjs and 
donating money into the 
piggy bank.  
 



 
 

 

 
We have been creating 
lots of art masterpieces 
to share with you all at 
our art exhibition on 
August the 6th from 
6.30- 8.30. We hope you 
can all join us for this 
exciting night.  
 
Just a reminder to 
ensure you label ALL 
your child’s loose items 

to ensure we can send them home each day to the 
correct family’s.  
 
We look forward to another exciting and fun filled 
month in the toddler’s room,  
Charli, Chelsea  
 

Pre Kinder News 
 

Practice Evacuation 
We were very impressed with our Pre Kinder children 
the day we had our practice evacuation.   
First of all we didn’t know we were having a fire drill 
so when Karen blew her whistle we were in the 
middle of putting our coats and boots on to head 
outside.  We quickly changed direction and fitted the 
last boot as our evacuation rope was unrolled and 
each child was encouraged to hold onto it. 
It helped that a few weeks ago we had been practicing 
with our rope out in the playground. 
 
The Pre Kinder children were so fast at following 
instructions that we were out the front door ahead of 
even the Kinder children. Our Pre Kinder group stuck 
together and looked out for each other as we walked 
down and around the ramp, then down the driveway 
completing our drill in the Basketball court. 
Our Pre Kinder children gathered together to confirm 
we were all still together, we then sang some songs as 
we marched like a wandering snake back up the hill.  
We gave ourselves a cheer and celebrated how well 
we worked together to stay safe. 
 
Art Exhibition (Painting, Pasting, Clay, Building) 
We have been taking photos a little differently at the 
moment.  Capturing moments to print and display at 
our upcoming Art Exhibition.  We will have mediums 
included such as painting & pasting, as well as 
Construction & Clay.  We are looking forward to 
seeing everything coming together for the exhibition. 

 
PJ Week 
This week has been such 
a relaxing comfortable 
week in our Pyjamas, 
thank you to everyone 
that participated.  I know 
some children were 
reluctant to leave the 
house in their PJs and 
made sure Mum knew 
they would not be 
sleeping over in the Pre 
Kinder room.   
 
 
Language & Vocabulary 
As we negotiate our way through 2021 we just 
wanted to let you know Language and Vocabulary 
skills are a major focus for us.  We are encouraging 
each child to use their words to express their needs, 
we are seeing more interaction between budding 
friendships and Educators assist children in learning 
how to communicate with each other by being role 
models and providing words during interactions and 
play experiences. 
Educators have one on one conversations with each 
child during nappy changing and toileting time.  
Naming objects around us and practicing 
pronunciations.   
When working construction in the block/tool area 
Educators have discussions individually and with small 
groups about the colour and shape of blocks, 
discussing the shapes of creations evolving.  (We also 
have conversations about only knocking down your 
own building and not your friends, even though this is 
just so tempting) 
 
Bus (Imaginative Play) 
Today when Sandra arrived she was greeted by a 
group of children eager to invite her to take a ride on 
their bus with them.   
They had watched a short video in the morning about 
the Great Barrier Reef, and in particular a fish that ate 
limestone & pooped out sand.  The thought of this 
fish making the sand for our beaches was such a funny 
thing to imagine that the (imaginary) bus ride they 
were on changed its destination from the Zoo to the 
beach.  They wanted to see sand made from fish 
poop. 
Of course to add to their bus ride Sandra was asked if 
she could fix the bus as they had called for help and 
the mechanic hadn’t arrived yet. 



 
 

 

The children were soon on their way again to the 
beach. It is wonderful to see this type of play emerge 
in the Pre 
Kinder room as 
we have a good 
mix of 2 year 
olds and 3 year 
olds now. 
The children 
were 
communicating 
with each other 
as their play 
evolved. 
 

Thanks 

Sandra, Laura and Alicia 

  

Kinder News   

Hello and welcome to the Kinder section of the 

newsletter… 

Naidoc Week 

Naidoc Week is celebrated during the week 4-11 July.  
This year the theme was Heal Country!  Connecting to 
this theme, the educators asked the children what 
they thought country is.  Here are the children’s 
answers: 
Leo: Country is where we live and second answer, 
family 
Taylor: Country is us and the Wurrundjeri people 
Tyler: Country is the land and second answer, being 
nice to animals 
Scarlotte: Country is the sky 
Aly: Country is everything 
Tom: Country is the land 
Noah: Country is their traditions 
Riley: Country is looking after the people 
Logan: Country is the Wurrundjeri people 
Layla: Country is looking after the land 
It’s a great practice to ask children what they think, 
and, as adults we might view their responses to be 
incorrect or not covering the whole of the answer.  
However, for us, this is an assessment of what 
children know right now and might give us thoughts of 
what we might learn next.  We also view the 
children’s answers with respect and don’t give them 
feedback, in this situation, that their answer is right or 
wrong.  In some ways, reading all of the children’s 
answers together, it might include most of what we 
might be trying to teach about country. 

Also as part of our Naidoc Week activities we 
completed a 
lot of art 
and Mel 
read us a 
story about 
Marngrook 
(which is the 
Aboriginal 
story behind 
AFL). 
 
 
Nature Art 
Summer and Grace, in different ways, have been 
bringing nature art to the children.  Summer worked 
with the children on creating nature ice blocks, which 
the children really enjoyed making and then watching 
them melt.  So much appreciation of nature and 
conversation was had around this experience. 
Grace has been working on nature mandalas, using 
stones and shells and other natural elements to create 
pictures outside.  We find that this experience 
encourages mindfulness and concentration as well as 
developing mathematical skills of shape knowledge 

and pattern 
awareness.  Often 
children work with 
Grace or by 
themselves or with 
a partner.  When 
working with 
another, children 
are working on the 
skills of 
cooperation and 

responding artfully to 
another person’s 
creative idea. 
 
Holly still intends to 
work on the 
terrariums with the 
children but has been 
interrupted by 
lockdown… 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Room Change 
Miraculously, over a weekend, the Kinder room has 
undergone a transformation (thanks to Jess and 
Grace).  We wanted to share with you our intentions 
for the learning in these new spaces. 
Large atelier/art space – By moving this space up to 
the cupboards area, we have created a large space 
where children can hopefully work with less 
interruptions and have more space to explore their 
creative ideas.  We have paints on a shelf so this can 
be easily accessed and set up for children.  We have 
drawing materials on a different shelf.  Some of our 
collage materials have been displayed on a large table 
so that the children are inspired to use these within 
collage and box construction.  The educator’s role in 
this space will be to facilitate the child’s ideas, 
encouraging the child to verbalise their intention and 
assisting them with providing materials, suggestions, 
or holding something or showing how to use a tool, 
and documenting children’s thoughts as they make 
their item. 
Larger home corner/dramatic play space – By making 
this space larger it can incorporate other pretend play 
ideas such as shops, vets, as children start to explore 
those concepts.  The educator’s role in this space will 
be to engage in pretend play as a co-player with the 
children and to provide materials or resources as 
children need that. 
Block area – This space as been moved across the 
room space and is now smaller.  We hope that 
children will continue to explore building and enjoy 
group times in this space.  The educator’s role will be 
to observe children as they build, offer suggestions 
and help if needed, and to document children’s work 
and their thoughts as time allows. 
Dining area has been moved so that it is in the centre 
of the Kinder room space.  This allows for this space to 
be better used and also makes it possible for a quiet 
area space in the front of the room in which children 
can engage with books, draw and play with quiet 
activities after lunch time – this will be a more flexible 
quiet area space to what we had before.  The 
educator’s role during meal times will be to talk with 
children and facilitate conversation, to encourage 
appropriate meal time behaviour and to follow any 
food plans provided by outside specialists. 
The Dome area has been placed in a strategic position 
to encourage small world play.  Janine and Holly 
worked on Friday to create a dinosaur space which 
looks very exciting and engaging for the children to 
play with.  The educator’s role in small world play 
could include playing as a co-player with the children 
while modelling sharing and pretend play skills,  

observing children, assisting with self-regulation and 
documenting children’s ideas and play themes as they 
develop. 
The front area now includes the box (for a child to rest 
in if overwhelmed), a large mat to create train tracks 
or other big mat play activities, and two tables for 
creative and quiet activities to occur on.  This area can 
be transformed to quiet area for after lunch.  The 
educator’s role in this area will be greet children as 
they come in and assist them to separate from family 
(in the morning), to observe children’s play, to assist 
with self-regulation and to engage with children’s 
ideas.  During quiet time, the educator’s role may 
include role modelling what to do during quiet time, 
reading to children, providing children with sensory 
feedback that it is quiet time (eg. Dim lights, relaxing 
music), and assisting children with self-regulation as 
they engage with quiet time.   
Please let us know what you think about this change 
in the indoor educational space.  Should you mention 
to me, Holly or Michelle “freddo frog”, we will have a 
special surprise for you. 
 
The Dinosaur Project 
Michelle has been working with a number of children, 
including Tyler and Riley, on a new project.  The 
Dinosaur project has included research about 
different dinosaurs as well as art experiences 
featuring the dinosaurs.   I won’t say much more as 
this will be displayed during our Art Show…. 
Thanks 
Grace, Michelle, Summer and Holly 
 

News from the kitchen 
We are in the middle of trialling a new menu with 
some delicious meals. The children are enjoying 
the different selection of yummy food. Once we 
have trialled the four-week menu we will put it 
out on view for families. In the meantime you can 
see what meals have been offered throughout 
the day on the blackboard outside the kitchen 
door. 
 

Cire Children’s Services Facebook Page 
Cire Children’s Services now has its own Facebook 

Page.  Please follow and like our page.   

Here is the link: 

https://www.facebook.com/cirechildrenservices/ 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/cirechildrenservices/


 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Friday 13th- August 
Red Nose Day- All things Red to raise awareness and 
funds. 
 
Monday 17th to Friday 21st August 
Science Week- science experiments and messy play 
activities. 
 
Monday 24th to Friday 28th August 
Book Week- dress up as your favourite book character.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 
 


